
2026 ASRA Nationals (fly in or dive in) 

      Tooraweenah, NSW 

                        Friday to Sunday,17 to 19 April 
             

            

           Overview 

The 2026 ASRA Nationals is getting closer and will be held at Tooraweenah, NSW from 

Friday to Sunday, 17-19 April 2026  

ASRA is very grateful for the kind invitation from the Arthur Butler Aviation Museum 

(ABAM) to host the 2026 ASRA Nationals at Tooraweenah.  

The Tooraweenah Aerodrome is an excellent venue for the Nationals. The airfield also 

reflects a proud aviation heritage through its association with Arthur Butler, Butler Air 

Transport, and the village of Tooraweenah itself. 

Tooraweenah is a welcoming rural village with a rich history dating back to the mid-1800s, a 

strong community spirit, and is in close proximity to the spectacular Warrumbungle 

Ranges. Dubbo is located approximately 105 km to the southwest. 

Please note that the nearest fuel is at Gilgandra or Coonabarabran, however fuel will be 

made available at the Tooraweenah Aerodrome for gyrocopters during the Nationals.  

Accommodation 

A comprehensive list of accommodation options in both Tooraweenah and Gilgandra is 

included with this article.  

If you are planning to bring a caravan, motor home or camping style arrangement, and if 

your preference stay in the Tooraweenah village, then we recommend the local caravan park 

should be considered. The local showground can also assist with overflow requirements.  

As there is no town or potable water, or powered caravan sites at the aerodrome, ABAM has 

requested that participants make use of local accommodation in Tooraweenah or nearby 

Gilgandra. However, provided you have self-contained facilities and are not dependent upon 

town water or town power, then staying on site at the Tooraweenah Aerodrome is permitted.   

ASRA is considering hiring a mini bus to assist with transport arrangements, if required. 

             

 

 



Arthur Butler and Bulter Air Transport 

       During the period 1938 to 1958, the Tooraweenah Aerodrome was a major aviation hub for 

Butler Air Transport, serving western NSW and southern Qld, to and from Sydney.  

Cecil Arthur Butler (1902-1980), founded Butler Air Transport in 1934, pioneering passenger 

and mail services across country NSW and Qld. Post war growth saw the airline become 

one of Australia’s most respected independents until a hostile takeover in the late 1950s 

forced its absorption into Airlines of New South Wales.  

Butler’s legacy endures through his connection with Tooraweenah and the Tooraweenah 

Aerodrome. 

Event Outline 

The 2026 ASRA Nationals will commence on Friday afternoon (17 April), with a meet and 

greet and a welcoming BBQ dinner at the local town hall that evening. The Nationals will 

conclude with a farewell dinner on Sunday evening (19 April) at the village pub, both food 

events are sponsored by ASRA. 

The event program covers: 

 Presentation on Arthur Butler & Butler Air Transport and its historic connection with 
Tooraweenah. 

 Presentation/workshop on Rotax aircraft engines including maintenance tips. 
 Presentation on Flight of the Phoenix – the story behind the building of G2637 
 Presentation on a Gyrocopter Adventure in 2025 to parts of Outback NSW & SA. 
 Presentation on Gyrocopter Expeditions - tips and tricks. 
 Presentation on lessons learned from the comprehensive ASRA accident database, 

plus a CASR Part 103 update. 

Due to insurance and safety considerations, competitive flying events will not be held. 

Instead, the 2026 ASRA Nationals will focus on technical presentations, workshops, and 

celebrating the camaraderie of the gyrocopter community. Pilots may, at their discretion, 

undertake private flights over the weekend in accordance with normal operating 

requirements.  

Photo Gallery  

A photo gallery (comprising 12 images) has been prepared by the Organising Committee 

and is displayed in this article. The images are intended to provide a visual sense of the rich 

history of the Tooraweenah aerodrome, as well as images that connect with the planned 

presentations and workshops, and the shared experience of being part of the gyrocopter 

community. 

 

 



Information Pack  

An Information Pack has also been prepared with the images displayed in this article, being:  

 Event program (subject to change, if required). 
 Images of the Tooraweenah village and surrounding area. 
 Accommodation options in and around Tooraweenah and nearby Gilgandra. 
 Information on Tooraweenah Aerodrome. 
 A schedule of nearby aerodromes. 

 A CASA Ramp Check requirements summary (as it’s always good to be prepared). 

 

Key reasons not to miss the 2026 ASRA Nationals 

 Fly in or drive in 
 Welcoming BBQ dinner- Fri night 
 Farewell dinner-Sun night 
 Light casual breakfast provided  
 Gyro friendly airfield 
 Rich aviation heritage & history -Arthur Bulter & Bulter Air Transport 
 Rural village location dating back to the 1800s 
 Learn from actual ASRA accident data 1984 to 2025 
 Practical Rotax tips you can use 
 The challenges behind the building of G2637 - Flight of the Phoenix 
 Gyro trip to parts of outback NSW & SA- what we did & saw 
 Expedition skills & planning insights 
 CASR Pt 103 - what matters 
 Spectacular Warrumbungle Ranges scenery 
 Shared passion, friendships & community 
 Leave smarter, safer & knowledgeable 

Please let us know if you’re coming 

To assist with food catering and general planning, we ask members who would like to 

attend to please let us know. 

Please contact Geoffrey Learmonth (Organising Committee Member), who will arrange for 

a registration email to be issued - contact details are: 

 E: glearmonth@cherryblue.net.au 

 M: 0418 977 238 

Any pilots who do not carry a VHF radio and who wish to attend should contact the ASRA 

organisers for further advice. 

The 2026 ASRA Nationals will be a wonderful opportunity to renew friendships, meet some 

new friends, have some fun, and come away a wiser and more knowledgeable gyronaut- a 

reminder of why we all love this unique form of aviation. 

mailto:glearmonth@cherryblue.net.au


 

 



 



 



                                          



        



        



       



 

 

 

  

 

 


